Instructions for Instructors recommending airmen for issuance of Authorizations to act as Pilot in Command of Experimental Aircraft

The following is designed to guide instructors in the correct form of preparation and logbook endorsements when sending a candidate to an Evaluator for a Warbird Checkride:

Please make sure of the following:

(1): That you have trained the candidate in accordance with an Approved Training Course in the specific aircraft. If you do not have a course approved, contact me in advance and I’ll make recommendations. 

(2): If the applicant is seeking Instrument Privileges in the aircraft, make sure that you train and log all instrument approaches and procedures that are required to be done in accordance with the Practical Test Standard for Airline Transport Pilot. MAKE SURE that the aircraft used for training has a complete set of rear-seat IFR instruments and nav indicators for both precision and non-precision approaches before you sign off that you have done this! 

(3): Make sure that the airplane is legal to fly, and make sure that the student can prove it! Have them bring all of the aircraft paperwork including the operating limitations, program letter, weight and balance, AFM, logbooks, etc. If the operating limits require it, make sure that the cross-country to the location where the flight test will be given was done in accordance with the notification requirements. Make sure parachutes are packed and dated correctly. Bring copies of the last inspection records for the aircraft (annual inspection for airframe and engine). PLEASE do not put me in a position where an airplane has arrived at my location out of inspection or in violation of its operating limitations! 

(4): Send the student to the Examiner with the following documents:


(A): Copies of YOUR certificates showing that you are qualified AND CURRENT in the particular make and model and also that you are qualified as an Instructor (CFI or Authorized Instructor) in make and model. Your currency requirements are the same as any other certificate holder: 3 takeoffs and landings within the last 180 days, and a biennial flight review in make and model within the last 24 months. 

(B): A completed FAA Form 8710-1 “Application for Airman Certificate” signed on the back by you, recommending the applicant for a certificate. On the front, at the top, check “Additional Rating” and check “Other” and write next to other “Experimental Aircraft Authorization in (type of aircraft)”. Make sure that YOU sign the back area at the top, recommending the applicant for the checkride. 
 (C): Make sure that you write the following endorsement in the pilots’ logbook:
“I have given Mr/Ms ___________, holder of airman certificate number:___________ the required ground and flight instruction in the _________________ aircraft in accordance with the requirements of the _________________________ approved training course and find this airman to be properly prepared for the practical flight test in the ____________ aircraft”

(D):  If the pilot is flying an aircraft that is pressurized or is capable of flying at a service ceiling over 25,000 feet, ensure that either he/she has previously been authorized to fly another high altitude capable aircraft, or has a high altitude logbook endorsement by another instructor, or that YOU give appropriate high altitude training in accordance with FAR 61.31 and insert the following endorsement in the logbook: 
 Mr./Ms.____________, holder of pilot certificate #___________, has satisfactorily accomplished the ground training on high altitude operations required by FAR 61.31(g)(1)(i-ix) and has received the flight training required by FAR 61.31(g)(2)(i-iii) and  has been found proficient in the operation of a pressurized aircraft as required by FAR 61.31(g)(2). 
(E): If you have given all of the required instrument instruction to fulfill proficiency according to all of the requirements of the practical test standard for ATP, and wish for your student to receive IFR privileges, include the following endorsement:

“I have given Mr./Ms ________________, holder of airman certificate number ________________ ground and flight instruction in instrument procedures in the _________________ aircraft, and find him/her to be proficient in all procedures as specified in the Airline Transport Pilot Practical Test Standard and recommend he/she to be issued an authorization for instrument privileges in the __________ aircraft without further test”. 

If you include the above endorsement, the student WILL NOT be tested on instrument procedures, but will be issued a non-restricted authorization based on this endorsement. If you do not do this training, or do not make this endorsement, the student will receive an Authorization limited to VFR only unless he wants to take a full ATP ride including approaches with me. MAKE SURE that the aircraft used has rear seat instruments for all approaches flown and logged! No rear-seat instruments = no ability to make this endorsement! The FAA IS CHECKING THIS. If you sign off for IFR privileges and the FAA (or me) finds out that the airplane involved does not have rear seat precision and non-precision instruments, then it’s not going to be career enhancing for you. In fact, I can guarantee that it will result in loss of your CFI or AI certificate, as well as resulting in the suspension of the license of the student that you signed off. 

(F): If the student is flying solo: 

Prior to ANY solo flights made at ANY time: 

I have given Mr./Ms._______________ the flight training required by FAR 61.87( c ) in a                    (make and model aircraft).  He/She has demonstrated satisfactory proficiency in the applicable maneuvers and procedures listed in FAR 61.87( d ) and is proficient to make safe solo flights in a (make and model aircraft) under the following conditions__________________________. 

Feel free to list any other restrictions on this endorsement, such as winds, weather conditions, etc. Place a time limit (30 days is the maximum)) on this endorsement, and place ANY other limits that you feel are required. This is NOT supposed to be a carte blanche endorsement; it’s specifically designed to let a guy fly one or two times under direct supervision before taking a flight test. 

No cross country flights ought to be made, except to the flight test if required. Prior to any cross-country solo to meet the examiner, perform the following endorsement:
I have reviewed the preflight planning and preparations of  Mr./Ms.___________  and attest that he/she is prepared to make the solo flight safely under the known circumstances from (location) to (destination) via (route of flight) with landings at (names of applicable airports)  in a (make and model aircraft)  on (date). All previous limitations applicable to Mr./Ms.___________ will be met on this flight.
PLEASE use common sense if you endorse a student for a cross country to come to the flight test. You must review the flight plan based on all available conditions including weather on the day of the flight. DO NOT make this endorsement a week in advance of the flight! Make it the DAY of the flight when you have that day’s weather information and NOTAM information. The legal requirements for these flights are identical to those placed on a student pilot doing a cross country in a light piston engine aircraft. If you send them out, YOU are responsible for their flight planning review.  I would prefer that you accompany them to the flight test, but I realize that this is not always possible. When in doubt, err on the side of caution. 

If you have any questions on the procedures or endorsements needed, CALL ME! It’s a lot easier to sort this out in advance than to try to accomplish it the day of the flight test. Also, PLEASE send a copy of the completed 8710-1 application to me at least two days in advance of the flight test. I have shown up to test several applicants only to find that the applications are not complete. If this occurs, and you are not available to remedy the problem, I have been very clearly guided by my FAA National Program Manager as to my actions: I have NO discretion: I cannot accept the application or conduct the test. I must refuse the application, and then we’ll all be embarrassed. Your student will still be obligated to pay the professional fee for me to have traveled to your location and for travel and expenses, and I’m sure that he or she will be pretty unhappy.  Please don’t let this be a problem for your student, as if this occurs the issue is with the Instructor, not the Examiner. 

Thanks,

Dave Sutton                            Home: (908) 813-1398, Cell: (908) 752-1853
